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June 2017 News
06/30/2017 - Butte Folk Festival Acts Named for Montana Public Radio Live Broadcast - Michael Marsolek
06/29/2017 - UM, Wildlife Friendly Enterprise Network Launch Elephant-Friendly Tea - Lisa Mills
06/29/2017 - Last Best Conference Returns to Missoula, Adds Live Music, Film to Lineup - Peter Knox
06/29/2017 - MTPR Website, Program Receive Statewide Recognition - Ray Ekness
06/28/2017 - UM Research: Slow-Growing Ponderosas Survive Mountain Pine Beetle Outbreaks - Anna Sala
06/27/2017 - SpectrUM, SciNation to Host Science Learning Tent at Arlee Esyapqeyni - Jessie Herbert-Meny
06/22/2017 - UM Research Points to Previously Unknown Pine Marten Diversity - Natalie Dawson
06/22/2017 - UM Family Medicine Residency Program to Graduate 8 New Family Physicians - Rebecca Morgan
06/16/2017 - Engstrom Returns to the Classroom to Teach UM Honors, Chemistry Courses - Paula Short
06/15/2017 - UM Chemist to Study Climate, Health Effects of Wildfire Smoke - Lu Hu
06/15/2017 - Big Dipper Partners with UM on Huckleberry Ice Cream - Erika Palmer
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06/21/2017 - UM Receives Grant to Support Native American Faculty in STEM - Ke Wu
06/26/2017 - Wildlife Biology Professor Co-Edits New Book on Renewable Energy Development - Dave Naugle
06/15/2017 - Wheels Across Montana to Host Adaptive Recreation Clinic in Missoula - Mindy Renfro
06/14/2017 - SpectrUM’s Big Night Celebrates $200,000 Gift, Raises Funds for Children’s Access - Nathalie
Wolfram
06/13/2017 - SpectrUM Launches 2017 Bitterroot Summer of Science in Stevensville - Hannah Gimpel
06/13/2017 - UM Research Center Conserves Gun from Famed Sunken Battleship - Mona Nazeri
06/08/2017 - UM’s Blue Mountain Observatory to Host Free Public Star-Gazing Events This Summer - Diane Friend
06/07/2017 - UM Students Recognized for Excellence at Society of Professional Journalists Awards - Dennis
Swibold
06/06/2017 - SpectrUM to Offer Sneak Peek of New Toole Crossing Museum June 9 - Holly Truit
06/06/2017 - Student Gives UM Dining Compost Van a New Look with Custom Paint Job - Sam Belanger
06/05/2017 - Montana Public Radio Reporter Awarded New York Fellowship - Eric Whitney
06/02/2017 - Montana Students Earn Scholarships from UM - UM Foundation
06/02/2017 - UM Hosts Leadership Training for Undergraduate Women in Montana - Caitlin Sager
06/02/2017 - Out-of-State Students Make UM Dean’s List - UM Registrar’s Office
06/02/2017 - Montana Students Make UM Dean’s List - UM Registrar’s Office
06/02/2017 - UM VETS Office Earns Award for Student Service - Shawn Grove
06/01/2017 - UM Ranks Among Top Online Master of Public Health Programs - Tony Ward
06/01/2017 - UM Journalism Student Documentary Takes National In-Depth Reporting Award - John Twiggs
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UM News
UM / News / 2017 / June / Butte Folk Festival Acts Named for Montana Public Radio Live Broadcast
June 30, 2017
MISSOULA – Music, music and more music is on tap during Montana Public Radio’s 12-plus hours of live music
broadcasts from the Montana Folk Festival in Butte July 7-8.
            MTPR will broadcast 11 folk music acts from the Original Stage between 7 and 9 p.m. on Friday, July 7, and
1-5 p.m. and 6-11 p.m. on Saturday, July 8.
            The lineup of acts featured during the live broadcast follows:
            Friday, July 7
7 p.m. – Quebe Sisters (Texas swing)
8:15 p.m. – Betsayda Machado y Parranda El Clavo (Venezuelan percussion and voice ensemble)
9:20 p.m. – Clinton Fearon and the Boogie Brown Band (reggae, Seattle)
Saturday, July 8
Butte Folk Festival Acts Named for
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1 p.m. – McGuire Family Band (Irish family band, U.S. debut tour)
2 p.m. – Mangum & Company (shout band/low-brass gospel choir, Charlotte, North Carolina)
3:05 p.m. – Feedel Band (Ethiopian jazz, Washington, D.C.)
4:15 p.m. – Doreen Ketchens (clarinet street musician/family band, New Orleans)
5 p.m. – Weekend “All Things Considered”
6 p.m. – Gibson Brothers (Yankee bluegrass)
7:15 p.m. – Bruce Daigrepont (authentic Cajun music)
8:30 p.m. – Toronzo Cannon (Chicago blues)
9:45 p.m. – Albert Lee (rockabilly)          
            MTPR programming director Michael Marsolek will lead the coverage with Nick Spitzer, host of “American
Routes.”
            “MTPR is very excited to bring our listeners the energy, the excitement and the music that makes the
Montana Folk Festival one of Montana’s premier music events,” Marsolek said. “We hope listeners will enjoy the live
broadcasts.”
            The MTPR announcing stage will be adjacent to the main performance stage. MTPR will also have an
outreach and membership tent nearby.
            In addition to the live performances, the entire MTPR team will be producing features on the bands, the
event and the people at the festival that will air both during the broadcast and online at http://www.mtpr.org.
            Montana Public Radio airs across much of western and central Montana at 89.1 and 91.5 in Missoula, 91.9
in Hamilton, 89.5 in Polson, 90.1 in Kalispell, Whitefish and North Valley, 90.5 in Libby, 91.7 in Kalispell, 101.3 in
Swan Lake, 91.3 in Butte, 91.7 in Helena, 89.9 in Great Falls, 91.7 in Dillon and online at http://www.mtpr.org.
###
Contact: Michael Marsolek, program director, Montana Public Radio, 406-243-4096,
michael.marsolek@umontana.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / June / UM, Wildlife Friendly Enterprise Network Launch Elephant-Friendly Tea
June 29, 2017
MISSOULA – The University of Montana’s
Broader Impacts Group has partnered with the
Wildlife Friendly Enterprise Network to launch
the world’s first tea certification program
designed to protect the endangered Asian
elephant.
UM showcased the project during the World
Tea Expo held this month in Las Vegas. The
new farm-to-cup program engages tea growers,
sellers and consumers to help conserve
Elephas maximus.
Over the past 75 years, the Asian elephant
population has declined more than 50 percent
UM, Wildlife Friendly Enterprise Network
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and only 40,000 to 50,000 remain, according to the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural
Resources.
Much of the decline correlates with human-elephant conflict and the replacement of elephant habitat by tea
plantations. Although the plantations can serve as nurseries for females to give birth and rest until their newborns
are strong enough to move with the herd, agricultural practices such as deep and narrow drainage ditches,
improperly installed electric fencing and the chemicals used in conventional tea production can harm elephants.
“We are encouraged by the interest we are seeing from tea growers and buyers who want to join the Certified
Elephant Friendly Tea partnership,” said Lisa Mills, UM liaison for the project. “With a percentage of every sale
going back to support elephant conservation in the communities where the tea is grown, tea drinkers can directly
support human-elephant co-existence.”
Certified tea producers commit to reducing the negative impacts to elephant populations, and the first plantation
became certified in Assam, India, this spring. Lake Missoula Tea Company and Café Dolce in Missoula are the first
businesses to carry Certified Elephant Friendly Tea.
Certified Elephant Friendly Tea also will link conservation action to a science-based evaluation of impacts on
elephant populations.
“We are working with scientists at UM and in India to determine how implementation of elephant-friendly practices
will actually help reverse the declining trajectory of Asian elephant populations,” Mills said.
UM’s Broader Impacts Group is part of the Office of Research and Creative Scholarship, dedicated to helping
researchers create meaningful and sustainable impacts within communities. In addition to partnership with WFEN on
the project, support also is provided by the Blackstone LaunchPad, the School of Business Administration and the
Wildlife Biology Program at UM.  
To learn more call Mills at 406-243-5272, email lisa.mills@mso.umt.edu or visit http://elephantfriendlytea.com. 
Contact: Lisa Mills, wildlife and enterprise project program manager, UM Broader Impacts Group, 406-243-5272 or
406-370-4052, lisa.mills@mso.umt.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / June / Last Best Conference Returns to Missoula, Adds Live Music, Film to Lineup
June 29, 2017
MISSOULA – Renowned national speakers, workshops led by
local business leaders, and – new this year – live music and film
packages are all part of the Last Best Conference coming to the
Wilma Theater on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 3-4.
Dubbed “LBCon” and hosted by founding partners MonTEC, the
University of Montana and Missoula Federal Credit Union, the
Last Best Conference will highlight entrepreneurial spirit,
blossoming culture and a shared love for Montana. The
conference, the first of its kind in the state, aims to bolster
regional innovation. Keynote speakers include leaders from
Portland, Oregon; Santa Monica, California; Boise, Idaho; and
beyond.
Adding to the excitement and value this year, LBCon partnered
Last Best Conference Returns to
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with Missoula’s Wilma and Roxy theaters to provide music and film packages to conference attendees.
“Conference goers will have the chance to see top-notch music and film this year,” said Morgan Slemberger, LBCon
director. “Musicians such as Shooter Jennings, James McMurtry and the Tedeschi Trucks Band, and films such as
‘Charged’ by Phillip Baribeau and ‘Lester Leaps In’ by Mike Stienberg, will be part of this year’s event.”
Slemberger worked during the past year to enhance the conference experience for participants.
“We are incredibly lucky to have dedicated community partners for the Last Best Conference in our second year,”
she said. “These new offerings of music and film passes really set the stage for a more South by Southwest
experience, with a Missoula twist.”
LBCon tickets are on sale now at www.lastbastconference.com for $179 through Friday, June 30, and then for $199
through Friday, July 28. These tickets include all main-stage sessions and commemorative LBCon swag. Separate
packages, including Conference + Music, Conference + Film and Trifecta (Conference, Music and Film) passes also
are available online.
According to the Kauffman Foundation, Montana tops the nation for highest startup activity. Spurred by this
recognition, breakout sessions called LBCon Academies – which are led by local leaders in business, the arts and
academia – also will be open to participants starting Wednesday, Aug. 2. Academy topics range from using
creativity to change your business and the world to creating original living and learning spaces that foster
innovation.
Breakout sessions will happen around the city, showcasing the downtown area and unique cultural hubs like the
Wilma and the Roxy. Sessions also can be streamed online through Gatherboard, a software company led by
Missoula entrepreneurs Molly Bradford and Colin Hickey. Academy tickets are available separately for $49 per
session.
“After living in Portland, Oregon, for the past several years, it was amazing to come back to Missoula and see all
the incredible startup activity,” said Kristi Govertson, a Missoula-based entrepreneur, speaker and author who
volunteers on LBCon’s planning committee. “The values of LBCon are creativity, courage and community, and I
think building up our regional connections through LBCon will only enhance Montana’s growing reputation as the
last best place to start a company or creative endeavor.”
What makes LBCon unconventional are the participant-driven breakout sessions that occur between keynote
speakers, Govertson said. Participants’ interests guide which breakout sessions they attend, and often the sessions
have the feeling of an impromptu “water cooler” conversation among colleagues rather than a formal presentation,
she said.
More information, including a complete schedule and lineup of speakers, musicians and films, is online at
www.lastbestconference.com. 
Contact: Peter Knox, University of Montana, 406-243-4911, peter.knox@mso.umt.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / June / MTPR Website, Program Receive Statewide Recognition
June 29, 2017
MISSOULA – Montana Public Radio’s website and breakthrough podcast “Threshold” recently received E.B. Craney
Awards from the Montana Broadcasters Association and the Greater Montana Foundation.
The E.B. Craney Awards recognize excellence in local news, production, promotion, programs and public service in
both radio and television station across the state. The awards were presented June 24 at the MBA annual
convention in Big Sky.
MTPR’s website, http://www.mtpr.org, won for Radio Website of the Year.
“Thanks to all of our hard-working news staff and program hosts who make mtpr.org look so good,” said MTPR
online editor Josh Burnham, who accepted the award.
In the Radio Non-Commercial Program of the Year category, Burnham accepted the award as part of the team from
the audio podcast and radio program “Threshold,” which is produced and hosted by Amy Martin. “Threshold’s” first
season, called “Give Me a Home,” told the story of the American bison.
MTPR Website, Program Receive
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“We’re very excited that our hard work was honored with an E.B. Award,” Martin said.
Two other programs were named finalists. Rodeo Radio Theater’s production of “The Frogs Who Wanted a King”
was the runner-up in the Radio Non-Commercial Program of the Year category. “Backroads of Montana: Sharp
Shooters” finished in second place for Television Non-Commercial Program of the Year.
Montana Public Radio airs across much of western and central Montana at 89.1 and 91.5 in Missoula, 91.9 in
Hamilton, 89.5 in Polson, 90.1 in Kalispell, Whitefish and North Valley, 90.5 in Libby, 91.7 in Kalispell, 101.3 in
Swan Lake, 91.3 in Butte, 91.7 in Helena, 89.9 in Great Falls, 91.7 in Dillon and online at http://www.mtpr.org.
MontanaPBS (KUFM-TV in Missoula, KUSM-TV in Bozeman, KUKL-TV in Kalispell, KBGS-TV in Billings, KUGF-TV
in Great Falls and KUHM-TV in Helena) is a service of the University of Montana and Montana State University. For
more information, visit http://www.montanapbs.org/.  
Contact: Ray Ekness, UM Broadcast Media Center director, 406-243-4154, ray.ekness@umontana.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / June / UM Research: Slow-Growing Ponderosas Survive Mountain Pine Beetle Outbreaks
June 28, 2017
MISSOULA – Slow-growing ponderosa pines
may have a better chance of surviving mountain
pine beetle outbreaks in western Montana as
climate change increases the frequency of
drought and insect pests, according to new
research published by a team of University of
Montana scientists.
The team of researchers, led by UM biological
sciences Professor Anna Sala, published their
findings in the journal Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences this month. The
study, based on a 38-year ponderosa pine
genetic experiment at UM’s Lubrecht
Experimental Forest, found young families of
UM Research: Slow-Growing Ponderosas
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fast-growing ponderosa pines typically survived
to maturity better than slow-growing ones – but
this was not the case when mature trees were
affected by a mountain pine beetle outbreak. In
that scenario, slow-growing families survived
better.
“Our findings explain why natural tree
populations maintain a mixture of genotypes
with different growth rates,” Sala said. “The
study illustrates why the maintenance of genetic
diversity is critical to cope with the varying
demands as organisms grow, as environmental conditions change and with the variety of risks that organisms face
during their lifespan – particularly under climate change, when the frequency of drought, insect pests such as the
mountain pine beetle and extreme events are predicted to increase.”
The team used a combination of data to show that fast growth in trees may be costly. They measured survival after
a mountain pine beetle outbreak when trees were almost 40 years old and used a long-term dataset on survival and
growth rates of over 4,000 trees planted in 1974, which was provided by the Inland Empire Tree Improvement
Cooperative. With these data, the researchers were able to show in a long-lived organism that the specific
genotypes that survive at any given point in time had changed over time. Their study shows that under some
circumstances, such as high bark beetle densities during an outbreak, fast growth is costly.
The article, "An insect outbreak shifts the direction of selection from fast to slow growth rates in the long-lived
conifer Pinus ponderosa" can be accessed online at http://bit.ly/2rYU9hb.
For more information call Sala at 406-243-6009 or email asala@mso.umt.edu.
###
Contact: Anna Sala, professor, UM Division of Biological Sciences, 406-243-6009, asala@mso.umt.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / June / SpectrUM, SciNation to Host Science Learning Tent at Arlee Esyapqeyni
June 27, 2017
MISSOULA – The University of Montana spectrUM Discovery Area and SciNation, its community advisory group on
the Flathead Reservation, will return to the 119th Arlee Celebration with their popular Science Learning Tent on
Friday from noon to 8 p.m. on Friday, June 30, and Saturday, July 1.
The annual powwow, which runs from Wednesday, June 28, through Tuesday, July 4, serves as a cultural highlight
for the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes, as well as for visitors from around the region and beyond. At the
powwow, the Science Learning Tent provides children and families with a fun, interactive place to learn, play and
meet role models in STEM and higher education.
On Friday, the Science Learning Tent will feature the premiere of the K ul ‘I’tkin Truck, a National Science
Foundation-funded mobile makerspace co-created by spectrUM, SciNation and the Confederated Salish and
Kootenai Tribes. Visitors to the K ul ‘I’tkin Truck, which weaves together conventional and cultural making activities,
will be able to explore 3D printing and laser cutter demonstrations and make their own beading patterns and drums
with local drum makers Michael Hewankorn, Jeremiah Michel and Tyrone Burke and beading expert Jodi Hunter.
Monica Elser, education liaison at UM’s Flathead Lake Biological Station, will lead a plankton race activity.
SpectrUM, SciNation to Host Science
Learning Tent at Arlee Esyapqeyni
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Saturday’s Health and Ecosystems Science Day at the Science Learning Tent will feature a selection of favorites
from spectrUM’s traveling exhibitions, Salish Kootenai College’s stream table and “Science of Sports” activities
created by GSK Science in the Summer. Role models Brenda Morton, Jessi Cahoon and Milissa Grandchamp of the
CSKT Tribal Health; Chauncey Means, Whisper Camel-Means and Casey Ryan of the CSKT Natural Resources
Department and Sherrill Brown and Kristian Stipe of UM’s College of Health Professions and Biomedical Sciences
will lead hands-on activities throughout the day, along with “near peer” role models from Arlee High School.
“SpectrUM, SciNation and our community partners co-created the Science Learning Tent to inspire children on the
Flathead Reservation about the bright futures that await them in STEM, higher education and the workforce,” said
spectrUM Director Holly Truitt.
Each summer, the Science Learning Tent engages over 1,000 powwow visitors with role models and hands-on
learning experiences that reflect the tribes’ workforce priorities. This year’s Science Learning Tent is powered by the
U.S. Department of Education, the O.P. and W.E. Edwards Foundation, the Confederated Salish and Kootenai
Tribes, the National Science Foundation, the National Institutes of Health and GSK Science in the Summer.
Inspiring a culture of learning and discovery for all, the spectrUM Discovery Area is UM’s interactive science center
and mobile science program that serves 55,000 Montanans annually. Since 2006, spectrUM has traveled exhibits
and educators to 73 schools and public libraries in 31 Montana counties and all seven American Indian
reservations.
On the Flathead Reservation, spectrUM partners with its SciNation advisory group to co-create programming
designed to inspire a homegrown, Native STEM workforce. SpectrUM and SciNation’s innovative, community-based
approach to STEM engagement has garnered awards from the Noyce Foundation, the Simons Foundation, the
Coalition for the Public Understanding of Science and the Montana Indian Education Association.
Information about spectrUM’s engagement on the Flathead Reservation is available at
http://spectrum.umt.edu/education/outreach/mosse_k12/CommunityInitiatives/FlatheadIndRes.php or by calling
spectrUM’s Head of Educational Programs Jessie Herbert-Meny at 406-243-4828.
###
Contact: Jessie Herbert-Meny, head of educational programs, spectrUM Discovery Area, 406-243-4828,
jessie.herbert@umontana.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / June / UM Research Points to Previously Unknown Pine Marten Diversity
June 22, 2017
MISSOULA – The elusive American pine marten, a little-studied member of the weasel family, might be more
diverse than originally thought, according to new research published by a University of Montana professor.
A study by Natalie Dawson, research professor in UM’s Department of Ecosystem and Conservation Sciences and
director of UM’s Wilderness Institute, suggests that the forests of northwest North America may harbor not one, but
two distinct species of the mammal. The research, published in a recent edition of the Journal of Mammology, also
points to the presence of hybrid marten populations in Montana’s Rocky Mountains, where the two species
converge.
Dawson, whose work builds on previous research conducted in the 1950s by late UM Professor Philip Wright,
examined hundreds of DNA samples to differentiate between the separate populations. She said her findings are
exciting because hybridization in different species of mammals is still relatively new, especially in natural
ecosystems.
“This is one of the few cases where there has been long-term hybridization between species that still maintain their
UM Research Points to Previously
Unknown Pine Marten Diversity
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distinctiveness in their respective localities,” she said. “This research also illustrates the importance of historical
climate change as a driver for biological diversity in the mountains and landscapes of Montana, as well as
throughout the rest of North America.”
Currently, Dawson is furthering her research by examining historical pine marten skulls housed in UM’s Philip L.
Wright Zoological Museum in hopes of understanding the morphological, or physical, characteristic differences
between the two species.
The study, “Historical biogeography sets the foundation for contemporary conservation of martens (genus Martes) in
northwestern North America,” is available online at
https://academic.oup.com/jmammal/article/98/3/715/3827815/Historical-bi. For more information, call Dawson at 406-
243-6956 or email natalie.dawson@umontana.edu. 
Contact: Natalie Dawson, research professor, UM Department of Ecosystem and Conservation Sciences, 406-243-
6956, natalie.dawson@umontana.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / June / UM Family Medicine Residency Program to Graduate 8 New Family Physicians
June 22, 2017
MISSOULA – Residents in underserved areas will gain eight new medical doctors on Sunday, June 25, when the
University of Montana graduates its second class of family physicians from the Family Medicine Residency of
Western Montana.
All eight of the graduating family physicians have already accepted employment to stay true to the three-year,
intensive training program’s mission of serving rural and underserved areas throughout the Pacific Northwest.
 “It is extremely satisfying to see the fulfillment of our mission become a reality as our graduates head to the rural
and underserved communities of Montana and the region,” program director Ned Vasquez said. “The fact they are
doing so speaks highly of the individuals we have recruited and the curriculum they have experienced in their time
with us.”
Four new family physicians will practice in western Montana. Sarah Watson and Emma Wright will be employed in
Missoula at Partnership Health Center, and Nicole Russell will be employed in Kalispell at Flathead Community
Health Center. Justin Perry will practice in Helena at St. Peter’s Hospital.
UM Family Medicine Residency Program
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Nick Blake plans to work in Oregon. Nicole Breen, Jesse Charles and Michael Druschel will head to Washington
state.
In Montana, 53 out of 56 counties are underserved, and 11 counties are without physicians. When the residency
program began in 2013, Montana ranked 50th in the nation for graduate medical education per capita. The creation
of FMRWM more than doubled the number of family medicine physicians trained in Montana each year and is
expected to have a significant impact on the state’s shortage of primary care doctors in rural communities.
UM College of Health Professions and Biomedical Sciences Dean Reed Humphrey said the goal of UM’s Health
and Medicine initiative is to train the next generation of health practitioners and researchers with a focus of not only
serving Montana and its needs, but also the world.
“The family medicine residency program is an excellent way to integrate inter-professional opportunities within the
college and residency,” Humphrey said. “We are pleased to be able to sponsor and work closely with the residency
program.”
Headquartered in Missoula, FMRWM is sponsored by UM and affiliated with the University of Washington Family
Medicine Residency Network. Distinctively, the program is dually accredited by the Accreditation Council for
Graduate Medical Education and the American Osteopathic Association.
 The program’s three sponsoring hospitals in western Montana include Kalispell Regional Healthcare and
Providence St. Patrick Hospital and Community Medical Center in Missoula. Residents are involved in continuity
clinic training at Partnership Health Center in Missoula and Flathead Community Health Center in Kalispell.
Additionally, the program works with an extensive rural training network of 10 sites, including Blackfeet Community
Hospital, Northwest Community Health Center, Providence St. Joseph Medical Center, Clark Fork Valley Hospital,
St. Luke Community Healthcare, Community Physicians Group-Stevensville, Marcus Daly Memorial Hospital,
Community Hospital of Anaconda, Barrett Hospital and Healthcare and Central Montana Medical Center.
For more information visit http://health.umt.edu/fmrwm/.
Note to the media: FMRWM welcomes members of the media to interview graduating residents from 2:30 to 3:30
p.m. Sunday, June 25, ahead of the formal ceremony at The Ranch Club, located at 8501 Ranch Club Road. To
coordinate in advance, call FMRWM Project and Communications Manager Rebecca Morgan at 406-544-5085 or
email rebecca.morgan@umontana.edu.
Contact: Rebecca Morgan, project and communications manager, Family Medicine Residency of Western
Montana, 406-544-5085, rebecca.morgan@mso.umt.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / June / Engstrom Returns to the Classroom to Teach UM Honors, Chemistry Courses
June 16, 2017
MISSOULA – University of Montana students taking courses in chemistry or in the Davidson Honors College this fall
may find that former UM President Royce Engstrom is their professor.
Engstrom will return to teaching for the first time since he left his position as provost at the University of South
Dakota to become provost and vice president for Academic Affairs at UM in 2007.
“I am really enjoying reading chemistry again and preparing materials for my classes,” Engstrom said. “I am looking
forward to teaching again.”
Prior to serving as UM’s 17th president, Engstrom served for three years as UM provost and vice president for
Academic Affairs, a role that included the position of tenured full professor in the Department of Chemistry. It is
common for academic administrators to be tenured members of faculty, and many choose to return to teaching
when they no longer serve in an administrative capacity. As a full professor in UM’s Department of Chemistry,
Engstrom’s annual salary will be $119,106.
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Engstrom came to Montana from the University of South Dakota, where he served for 28 years in various positions,
including assistant professor, chair of the chemistry department, graduate school dean, vice president for research
and provost. He has 20 years of teaching experience.
Since he stepped down as UM president, Engstrom has been busy serving in other executive capacities. Later this
month, he will complete his term as a commissioner of the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities. He
is active in performing accreditation visits at various universities, and he serves on the executive board as treasurer
of the Association of American Colleges and Universities. In May, Engstrom delivered the address for the University
of South Dakota’s 130th annual spring Commencement.
Engstrom said he looks forward to the vibrant activity on campus when students return in the fall.
“Mary and I love the University of Montana and we love Missoula,” he said. “We’re happy to stay here and continue
to make Missoula our home.”
###
Contact: Paula Short, director of communications, UM Office of the President, 406-243-5806,
paula.short@umontana.edu.
Get Involved
Submit a Calendar Event
Request a News Release










UM Chemist to Study Climate, Health Effects of Wildfire Smoke - UM News - University Of Montana
http://news.umt.edu/2017/06/061517atmo.php[1/23/2018 10:11:19 AM]
UM News




will fly straight into the
smoke of western
wildfires as part of a
collaborative research
project, thanks to a new







UM Chemist to Study Climate, Health
Effects of Wildfire Smoke
 A to Z
my.umt.edu
UM Chemist to Study Climate, Health Effects of Wildfire Smoke - UM News - University Of Montana
http://news.umt.edu/2017/06/061517atmo.php[1/23/2018 10:11:19 AM]
$406,000 for the three-
year project, which aims
to study the chemical
composition and
evolution of western
wildfire smoke. Hu and
his atmospheric chemistry group will lead instrument preparation and deployment of the group’s instrument on the
NSF National Center for Atmospheric Research C-130 research aircraft
(https://www.eol.ucar.edu/observing_facilities/c-130).
This instrument will provide real-time measurements of volatile organic compounds in wildfire smoke and more
insight into organic gas composition than previously possible. The VOCs from wildfires are typically toxic, and they
can form ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter, which are linked to serious health impacts and regulated
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
Test flights are planned for the end of this summer, and the major field campaign will take place in July and August
2018. Based out of Boise, Idaho, the airborne field campaign will sample wildfire smoke plumes throughout the
Rocky Mountain West.  
Once researchers collect the data, they will focus on how cloud chemistry, aerosol absorption and reactive nitrogen
in wildfire plumes affect air quality, nutrient cycles, weather, climate and the health of those exposed to smoke.
“Living in Missoula, we know firsthand how wildfires can impact air quality,” said Wade Permar, a graduate student
in Hu’s group. “Little is understood though about the chemical processes that take place in wildfire smoke plumes.
We are hoping that through this campaign we can get a better understanding at how a wildfire may affect air quality
for communities downwind.”  
The project is part of a larger $3.8 million study and collaborative effort among scientists from Colorado State
University, the University of Colorado-Boulder, the University of Wyoming, the University of Washington, UM and
NCAR. The larger team will include more than a dozen graduate students across the five universities, as well as
undergraduate students.
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For more information on the project, call Hu at 406-243-4231, email lu.hu@mso.umt.edu, visit
http://hs.umt.edu/luhu/ or view the project abstract online at https://www.eol.ucar.edu/field_projects/we-can. 
Contact: Lu Hu, assistant professor of atmospheric chemistry, UM Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry, 406-
243-4231, lu.hu@mso.umt.edu.
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June 15, 2017
MISSOULA – Lovers of ice cream
and the Griz can celebrate two of
their favorite things with the
release of HuckleBeary, a newly
branded flavor from Missoula’s
own Big Dipper Ice Cream.
The huckleberry-flavored sweet
treat is the brainchild of Charlie
and Barbie Beaton, University of
Montana alumni and owners of
the iconic Big Dipper Ice Cream
shop on Higgins Avenue. A
portion of the proceeds from
selling HuckleBeary benefits UM.
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“We just wanted to help our local university,” Charlie Beaton said. “We thought this was a great way to sell ice
cream and give back to our alma mater. I was inspired to start a small business by my UM entrepreneurship class,
and I think the University is a resource we as a community need to promote and nurture.”
Big Dipper huckleberry has long been a top seller at the company’s scoop locations, but the flavor had never been
available in pints before. Since April, the pints – sporting Monte the bear mascot on a UM-inspired maroon
container – have been sold in 10 Missoula locations. Those include Albertsons, Big Dipper, Grizzly Grocery,
Missoula Fresh Market, Noon’s, Orange Stree Food Farm, Pattee Creek Market, Southgate Market and UM’s Corner
Store and Market.
Beaton said sales have been brisk, with HuckleBeary outselling the other Big Dipper pints two to one.
“It’s a great flavor, and hopefully this new partnership will inspire more people to give it a try,” he said.
Erika Palmer, UM’s trademarks and licensing director, said the University works with a variety of vendors to
creatively market UM-affiliated products. The makers of these products get to use UM’s image, and in return a
portion of sales are passed on to the University as revenue.
“Big Dipper has been a great partner for UM, and we wish them all the success in the world,” Palmer said.
“Hopefully customers will fall in love with HuckleBeary like we have, and I hope they get a kick out of the fact they
can help UM by eating ice cream.”
For more about Big Dipper and the Beatons, see this story in the fall 2015 issue of the Montanan. The company
website is http://www.bigdippericecream.com/, and readers can learn more about UM Trademarks and Licensing at
http://www.umt.edu/licensing/. 
Big Dipper was recently ranked the best ice cream shop in Montana by Thrillist.
Another version of this release is online at http://bit.ly/2rl7u30. 
Contact: Erika Palmer, UM trademarks and licensing director, 406-243-2317, erika.palmer@mso.umt.edu.
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June 21, 2017
MISSOULA – A University of Montana research team has been awarded a $1.8 million grant to promote
professional success for Native American faculty in the STEM fields of science, technology, engineering and
mathematics.
The National Science Foundation awarded UM and partner institutions the collaborative, four-year research grant
for the Willow Alliances for Graduate Education and the Professoriate. Salish Kootenai College in Pablo and Sitting
Bull College in Fort Yates, North Dakota, as well as UM, form the alliance.
“The reality is that the numbers of indigenous STEM faculty in higher education continue to be very small,” said UM
mathematics Associate Professor Ke Wu, who is the principal investigator for the grant. “Our hope is that the Willow
AGEP will help start and support positive change.”
The grant supports development of a model that contains a mentoring program, grant preparation, management
training activities and an institutional support program.
UM Receives Grant to Support Native
American Faculty in STEM
 A to Z
my.umt.edu
UM Receives Grant to Support Native American Faculty in STEM - UM News - University Of Montana
http://news.umt.edu/2017/06/062117agep.php[1/23/2018 10:11:30 AM]
The UM team includes co-principal investigators Ruth Ann Swaney, Blakely Brown, Laurie Walker and Michael
Patterson, as well as senior personnel Amy Kinch, D’Shane Barnett and Katherine Swan.
At Salish Kootenai College, Steven Dupuis will serve as principal investigator, working with program coordinator
Zetra Wheeler. Renae Schmitt is the principal investigator at Sitting Bull College.
The project’s organizational structure, processes and tasks emphasize four values of a Native American worldview,
including respect, relevance, reciprocity and relationship.
“One of the really exciting aspects of this project is that a number of Native people are either co-principal
investigators or project staff,” said Swaney, UM’s Native American Natural Resource Program coordinator. “We are
excited that research is for Natives and includes Native faculty and staff members in the research.”
Swaney is an enrolled tribal member of the Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Berthold Reservation. Swan is an
enrolled member of the Chippewa Cree Tribe of Rocky Boy’s Reservation. Barnett is Mandan and Arikara from the
Three Affiliated Tribes of Fort Berthold.
At Salish Kootenai College, Dupuis is an enrolled member of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes, and
Wheeler is an enrolled member of the Blackfeet Tribe. Schmitt at Sitting Bull College is an enrolled member of the
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe.
Walker, Swaney and Barnett will lead the social science research component of the project, examining the personal,
relational, departmental and institutional variables that support or inhibit professional development, promotion and
career advancement of Native American STEM faculty. Data collection will include ongoing interviews with Willow
Program participants, a one-time survey of faculty in STEM disciplines at the three alliance institutions, and a one-
time national survey of Native American STEM faculty.
 “We hope to build on the work of Montana University System scholarship of Karla Bird, Ruth Swaney, Sweeney
Windchief, Aaron Thomas and Blakely Brown, who researched the experiences, mentoring models and persistence
of Native American students,” Walker said. “We hope to develop a similar model articulating the personal,
interpersonal and institutional supports for the promotion and advancement of Native American STEM faculty.”
For more information on the grant, call Wu at 406-243-4818 or email ke.wu@mso.umt.edu.
###
Contact: Ke Wu, associate professor, UM Department of Mathematical Sciences, 406-243-4818,
ke.wu@mso.umt.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / June / Wildlife Biology Professor Co-Edits New Book on Renewable Energy Development
June 26, 2017
MISSOULA – A growing energy footprint
requires careful thought about our world’s
energy mix, but even a renewable energy future
is not necessarily a green one. While essential
to combat climate change, the transition to
renewable energy risks trading one crisis for
another: climate change for energy sprawl – the
amount of land needed to produce energy.
Many renewable energy sources have a large
footprint which can threaten biodiversity and
conservation. With rising energy demands
around the world expected to convert one-fifth
of remaining natural lands, is it possible to balance energy development with biodiversity protection?
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A new book titled “Energy Sprawl Solutions: Balancing Global Development and Conservation” provides a roadmap
for an energy future that conserves functional and connected ecosystems. It is edited by UM large-scale wildlife
ecology Professor David E. Naugle and Joseph M. Kiesecker, lead scientist for The Nature Conservancy’s
Conservation Lands Team in Fort Collins, Colorado. They show a key to success is identifying the right energy mix
and where to place it. This common-sense solution involves identifying and preemptively setting aside land where
biodiversity should be protected while consolidating energy development in areas with lower conservation value.
Informed by experts in diverse fields such as conservation, ecology, ecosystem services, landscape planning,
energy, economics, finance and more, this contributed volume calls for a collaborative approach that engages
industry, the environmental community, national governments and international agencies.
After laying out the challenges of balancing conservation with energy security, case studies show best practices for
sustainable energy development. Highlighting different energy sectors and countries around the world, emerging
models for comprehensive energy planning include:
Identification of “solar energy zones” in the United States, which have encouraged cross-agency collaboration
and reduced project permitting time by more than half;
The Reventazón hydropower project in Costa Rica, which compensates for project impacts on the Reventazón
basin by applying offsets to rivers with similar natural characteristics;
National support of landscape-scale planning to guide coal, mineral, and oil and gas energy project siting in
Mongolia, as well as the establishment of protected areas that support both nomadic livelihoods and wildlife.
Illustrated with maps, charts and tables, “Energy Sprawl Solutions” is an indispensable guide for elected officials,
industry representatives, natural resource managers, environmental groups and more. Humans already have the
tools necessary to forecast where and how energy development should take place to protect natural spaces. With
this book, Kiesecker and Naugle show how.
The book is available at https://islandpress.org/books/energy-sprawl-solutions .
###
Contact: Dave Naugle, UM professor of large-scale wildlife ecology, 406-243-5364, david.naugle@umontana.edu.
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June 15, 2017
MISSOULA – The University of Montana’s Wheels Across Montana program will host the second annual Adaptive
Recreation Clinic on Tuesday, July 11, at McCormick Park in Missoula. The event, which runs from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m., will provide Montanans living with disabilities the opportunity to access adaptive cycles and other adaptive
recreation equipment.
Wheels Across Montana is a health promotion program administered by UM’s Rural Institute for Inclusive
Communities that promotes physical activity, physical and mental health, and quality of life for Montanans living with
a variety of disabilities. The program, launched in 2016 through a grant from the Christopher & Dana Reeve
Foundation, achieves this through the selection, purchase and distribution of adaptive bikes and trikes in Missoula,
Dillon, Billings and Fort Peck and by working with select community partners to assure creative outreach and all-
inclusive recreational programs.
“The Southwestern Montana Family YMCA is proud to offer our residents with disabilities this awesome opportunity
and we are so happy to be a selected site,” said Todd Rouse, CEO and fitness director of the Southwestern
Montana Family YMCA.  “The collaboration with Wheels Across Montana is a perfect fit and aligns with our mission
Wheels Across Montana to Host Adaptive
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in Beaverhead and Madison counties. Several of our residents have expressed their gratitude and feel the program
is helping them physically and should benefit many others now and in the future.”
The Adaptive Recreation Clinic is sponsored by Missoula Outdoor Recreation & Education, Summit Independent
Living Center, Invacare, Missoula Parks & Recreation, Norco, Free Cycles, Partners in Home Care, New Directions
Wellness Center, MonTECH, Bicycle Hangar and Community Medical Center.
The Reeve Foundation is dedicated to curing spinal cord injury by funding innovative research and improving the
quality of life for people living with paralysis through grants, information and advocacy. For more information
visit https://www.christopherreeve.org/about-us.
UM’s Rural Institute improves the quality of life for people with disabilities in rural communities, their families and
service providers. For more information visit http://ruralinstitute.umt.edu/ or call 406-243-5467. For information
specific to the Wheels Across Montana program, call Mindy Renfro, Rural Institute research scientist, at 406-
243-2203.
Contact: Mindy Renfro, research scientist, UM Rural Institute for Inclusive Communities, 406-243-2203,
mindy.renfro@umontana.edu.
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June 14, 2017
MISSOULA – A gathering of friends and champions of the University of Montana spectrUM Discovery Area
collectively raised over $53,000 for spectrUM’s Science for All Fund during its annual Big Night fundraiser.
The funds raised during Big Night came on the heels of a $200,000 gift from the Jane S. Heman Foundation.
SpectrUM will use the gift to create exhibits and programming designed to inspire children throughout the Missoula
and Bitterroot valleys about making and tinkering, STEM and entrepreneurship.
This year’s Big Night celebrated the impact that role models and STEM learning experiences can have on the lives
of children.
According to spectrUM Director Holly Truitt, the event highlighted three current spectrUM initiatives that widen
Montana children’s access to STEM and role model experiences: spectrUM’s EmPower Place at the Missoula Food
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Bank, in collaboration with the Missoula Public Library; the K ul ‘I’tkin Truck, a National Science Foundation-funded
mobile makerspace created and operated in partnership with the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes; and
spectrUM’s new, expanded museum space on Toole Avenue in Missoula.
“The thread running through all of spectrUM and our partners’ efforts is that we’re collectively focused on widening
access and closing persistent opportunity and achievement gaps for Montana children,” Truitt said. “Each year at
Big Night, our community rallies around spectrUM’s Science for All Fund and helps make this vital work possible.”
SpectrUM’s Science for All Fund awards over $21,000 in scholarships, providing more than 1,500 children each
year access to spectrUM camps, clubs and field trips. The fund also powers a free pop-up exhibit at the Missoula
Public Library that serves an estimated 400 children daily, free spectrUM family memberships for EBT cardholders,
a Science Bytes program that embeds role models and hands-on activities at free summer meal sites on the
Flathead reservation and more.
More than 90 local individuals, organizations and businesses donated items for the fundraiser including the Ranch
at Rock Creek, the Stock Farm Club, Triple Creek Ranch, Dunrovin Ranch, Monkey Bar Gymnasium Missoula, the
Loft, Scotty’s Table, Ric Hauer and Jeremy Keene. Missoula Mayor John Engen served as the auctioneer for the
event.
Big Night’s community sponsors included ZillaState, Montana Cancer Specialists, Professional Property
Management, Republic Services and Morrison-Maierle, among others.
UM’s spectrUM Discovery Area serves more than 55,000 Montanans annually through in-museum and mobile
programs. Since 2006, spectrUM has traveled exhibits and educators to 73 schools and four public libraries in 31
Montana counties, including all seven American Indian reservations statewide. Beginning June 21, spectrUM’s new,
expanded museum space at 812 Toole Ave. in Missoula will offer summer soft opening hours.
SpectrUM is powered by the National Science Foundation, the National Institutes of Health, the Institute of Museum
and Library Services, Montana NSF EPSCoR, NASA, the Jane S. Heman Foundation, the Martin Family
Foundation, the Montana Space Grant Consortium, the Simons Foundation, GSK-Science in the Summer and the
O.P. and W.E. Edwards Foundation.
For more information call Wolfram at 406-243-4828 or visit http://www.spectrum.umt.edu.
###
Contact: Nathalie Wolfram, UM Broader Impacts Group associate director, 406-243-4828,
nathalie.wolfram@umontana.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / June / SpectrUM Launches 2017 Bitterroot Summer of Science in Stevensville
June 13, 2017
MISSOULA – The University of Montana spectrUM Discovery Area’s 2017 Bitterroot Summer of Science launches
Thursday, June 15, at the North Valley Public Library in Stevensville. Children of all ages are invited to celebrate
with fun, hands-on science activities and liquid-nitrogen ice cream.
The Bitterroot Summer of Science is part of a long-term partnership with the Jane S. Heman Foundation to foster a
vibrant STEM learning ecosystem in the Bitterroot Valley. Offering free, hands-on enrichment during the summer
months when school is out, the Bitterroot Summer of Science complements visits from spectrUM’s mobile science
program during the academic year. Hamilton’s Ravalli County Museum and the Darby Community Public Library
have hosted the Summer of Science in previous years.
Free Summer of Science events at the North Valley Pubic Library in Stevensville include:
Science Thursday: Every Thursday from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. June 15 to Aug. 17, children and families are
invited to roll up their sleeves and engage in guided science activities, with rotating weekly themes including
liquid nitrogen, slime, neuroscience, circuitry, dissections and more. 
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Evening Lecture: On Tuesday, June 27, graduate students Kevin Trout and Forrest Jessop from the UM’s
Center for Environmental Health Sciences will give a lecture titled “Nano Technology!” The free lecture, which
is geared toward high school and adult community members, will begin at 6 p.m.
SpectrUM at the Stevensville Creamery Picnic: SpectrUM educators will lead an array of hands-on activities
at the 105th annual Creamery Picnic, a summer highlight for the Stevensville community.
Children and families can also experience the Summer of Science in Hamilton at the Ravalli County Museum, which
is hosting spectrUM’s “Nano: The Science of Small” exhibition. The exhibition explores structures and materials on
the scale of nanometers. Museum admission is free on Thursday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. On Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday the exhibit is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and admission costs $3 for
adults, $1 for students and seniors, and $6 for families.
The Jane S. Heman Foundation recently announced a new, $200,000 gift to spectrUM to create exhibits and
programing designed to inspire children in the Missoula and Bitterroot region about making and tinkering, STEM and
entrepreneurship. 
“We’re delighted to continue partnering with the Jane S. Heman Foundation, our Bitterroot advisory group and local
K-12 schools and community partners to create learning experiences that align with the real workforce needs and
priorities of Bitterroot communities,” said spectrUM director Holly Truitt.
Along with its efforts with the Jane S. Heman Foundation, spectrUM also partners with the Martin Family Foundation
to build community capacity for making, entrepreneurship and role-model engagement in the Bitterroot communities
of Hamilton and Corvallis.
Committed to inspiring a culture of learning and discovery for all, UM’s spectrUM Discovery Area serves more than
55,000 Montanans annually through in-museum and mobile programs. Since 2006, spectrUM has traveled exhibits
and educators to 73 schools and four public libraries in 31 Montana counties, including all seven American Indian
reservations in Montana. In total, spectrUM’s mobile science program has served over 52,000 people, of whom 30
percent are Native American and over 75 percent live in rural communities.
Additional spectrUM sponsors include the National Science Foundation, the National Institutes of Health, the
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Montana NSF EPSCoR, NASA, the Montana Space Grant Consortium,
the Simons Foundation, GSK-Science in the Summer and the O.P. and W.E. Edwards Foundation.
###
Contact: Hannah Gimpel, associate director of finance, Broader Impacts Group, 406-243-4828,
hannah.gimpel@umontana.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / June / UM Research Center Conserves Gun from Famed Sunken Battleship
June 13, 2017
MISSOULA – The Center for Integrated Research on the Environment (CIRE) at the University of Montana has
been tasked with restoring a gun from the USS Maine, the historic warship that sank in 1898.
The Maine played a key role in events preceding the Spanish-American War, a conflict that established the United
States as a global power. The war provided the U.S. with territory and partnerships that were later essential to
victory in World War II, according to Karen France, head of the Curator Branch at the Naval History and Heritage
Command.
The USS Maine launched
in November 1889 and
was commissioned into the
U.S. Navy in 1895. Maine
sailed to Cuba in 1898 to
protect American interests
during the Cuban War of
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Independence. On Feb.
15, 1898, while anchored
in Havana Harbor, a
massive explosion
occurred between the bow
and the midsection of the
Maine, tearing the ship
apart, destroying the front
third of the vessel and killing almost three-quarters of the crew.
The Maine remained a sunken wreck in Havana Harbor until 1912 when part of the ship was recovered. The rest of
the ship was taken to U.S. waters near Florida, where recovery efforts began that surfaced a 16-ton gun.  
The Maine carried six of these guns during its service, two at the bow, two on the bridge and two at the stern. The
gun being restored is most likely one of the two from the stern.
CIRE contracted with the Warren Lasch Conservation Center of Clemson University in North Charleston, South
Carolina, to carry out the specialized conservation treatment of the gun. WLCC has restored multiple ordinance and
architectural elements at Fort Sumter National Monument.
CIRE is involved in many projects including assisting, curating and restoring artifacts that have been held in the
U.S. Navy Yard in Washington, D.C., for many years, and the 16-ton gun is one of them.
“It was an interesting artifact,” said John Wills, CIRE’s assistant director of finance and contracting who served as
lead representative and volunteer observer for the project. “I find history fascinating. War history is probably more
fascinating to me than anything else, because of what it means with the way we move forward as a country.”
The multiple coating layers, which were applied to the gun over
the years to adhere to Navy maintenance protocol, started to fail,
and the gun needed conservation.
As specialists removed the old coating layers and the original
surface of the artifact was revealed, various components and
features – such as stamps and inscriptions – became visible for
the first time in many years.
“One of the most rewarding components of a conservator’s work is
that of knowing that your eyes are the first to see an original
feature of an artifact long after it has been obscured by corrosion
UM Research Center Conserves Gun from Famed Sunken Battleship - UM News - University Of Montana
http://news.umt.edu/2017/06/061317cire.php[1/23/2018 10:11:56 AM]
or degradation over time,” said Liisa Näsänen, associate director
of WLCC at Clemson.
Those involved with the project said conservation of historic
objects and artifacts is the best way to preserve them for the next
generation.
“It [conservation] not only addresses condition issues that have
adversely affected the artifact itself, but information gained through
conserving the gun from the USS Maine will benefit future efforts
to preserve other historic naval guns,” France said. “In addition, being able to display an object in stable condition
enhances the visitor experience and aids researchers.”
The gun is in the process of being coated with a high performance and durability coating system. It will be returned
to the Navy following completion of conservation and be displayed at the National Museum of the U.S. Navy in
Washington, D.C.
“I would like to be there when they return it, just to see the final product,” Wills said, “because I did get to see it
previous to its restoration and it was in rough shape. It was obvious that there had been a lot of maintenance done
on it since it had been put in the Yard.”
The conservation report for the gun will be posted on the Navy website at https://www.history.navy.mil/, and it will
give museum professionals, conservators, researchers and the public an opportunity to learn about the challenges
and procedures of attempting to conserve an artifact of this size and age.
“The Navy’s rich history and proud heritage are important to everyone who has ever worn a Navy uniform,” France
said. “There is no doubt this is an important artifact, and after its conservation, it will continue to ensure that those
who see it will learn about and ‘remember the Maine.’”
For more information call Mona Nazeri, CIRE media information specialist, at 406-243-2617 or email
mona.nazeri@mso.umt.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / June / UM’s Blue Mountain Observatory to Host Free Public Star-Gazing Events This Summer
June 08, 2017
MISSOULA – The public can explore planets,
nebulas, star clusters and distant galaxies
during six upcoming free observing nights at the
University of Montana’s Blue Mountain
Observatory this summer.
Public observing nights are scheduled for the
following Fridays: June 23, July 14 and 21, Aug.
25, and Sept. 15 and 22. The events are family-
friendly and children are welcome. Attendees
are asked to reserve a free ticket for each
person in their group via Eventbrite at
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http://bit.ly/2ruw9oK.
This year, the observatory also will offer two
limited-attendance nights on Saturday, July 22,
and Saturday, Aug. 26. Tickets cost $20 per
person and can be purchased through
Eventbrite at http://bit.ly/2ssDX7N. Attendance
will be limited to 25 people.
The observatory, located atop Blue Mountain at
an elevation of 6,300 feet, is operated by UM.
Astronomers from UM and the Western
Montana Astronomical Association will be on
hand at all events to talk about what’s being
viewed through the telescopes, point out
constellations, show attendees how to find
interesting celestial objects with the naked eye
or a pair of binoculars and discuss recent
astronomical discoveries.
Observing begins about an hour after sunset, and organizers recommend bringing warm clothes for cool evenings
and a flashlight for the short walk to the observatory from the parking area. 
A link to Eventbrite, a map, directions to the observatory and complete observing information are available at
http://hs.umt.edu/physics/Blue_Mountain_Observatory/. Viewing nights will be canceled if the sky is cloudy or fire or
thunderstorms threaten visibility. Call 406-243-4299 or check https://www.facebook.com/BlueMountainObservatory
for weather and cancellation updates.
For more information email Diane Friend, UM astronomy lecturer, at bmo@mso.umt.edu or call 406-243-4229. 
Contact: Diane Friend, lecturer, UM Department of Physics and Astronomy, 406-243-4299, bmo@mso.umt.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / June / UM Students Recognized for Excellence at Society of Professional Journalists Awards
June 07, 2017
MISSOULA – University of Montana journalism students made a splash during the Society of Professional
Journalists’ 2016 Mark of Excellence Awards held during the SPJ spring conference. In addition to taking home a
national win in the television in-depth reporting category, four additional UM journalism students were honored as
national finalists.
A UM School of Journalism student-produced documentary on autism in Montana won the top award for an in-depth
television piece. For more information on the national win visit http://bit.ly/2qJZk3g. 
UM alumnus Sojin Josephson, a Class of 2016 graduate from Big Timber, was a national finalist in the sports
writing category for her piece titled “Finding Feller: A family on and off the court.”
UM senior Michael Siebert of Billings, a member of the Montana Kaimin editorial board, was a national finalist in the
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editorial writing category.
Recent UM alumnae Chelsea Reichard of Stevensville and Tasha Cain of Miles City were national finalists in the
television news and feature photography category for their piece titled “Slacklining Takes Extreme Heights.”
“We’re extremely proud of all our SPJ winners and finalists,” said UM journalism Professor Dennis Swibold. “The
documentary tells a story that many Montanans were surprised to hear: that autistic youth face struggles in finding
independent living after age 18. It was amazing work, and a wonderful example of the service our students give
back to Montana.”
For more information on the SPJ 2016 Mark of Excellence National Winners and Finalists visit
https://www.spj.org/moe16.asp.
Established in 1914, the UM School of Journalism has trained generations of journalists in print, broadcast,
photography and digital media. The school regularly ranks among the top 10 journalism schools in the United
States. Learn more at http://www.jour.umt.edu. 
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UM / News / 2017 / June / SpectrUM to Offer Sneak Peek of New Toole Crossing Museum June 9
June 06, 2017
MISSOULA – The University of Montana spectrUM Discovery Area will open its doors for a free sneak peek of its
new museum space from noon to 3 p.m. Friday, June 9, at Toole Crossing.
Community members of all ages are invited to be among the first to explore spectrUM’s new, custom-built facility
during the final stages of installation and set-up. The first 100 children will receive a free Big Dipper ice cream
cone, and Animal Wonders will visit from noon to 2 p.m. with special animal guests.
Located in Missoula’s historic Westside
neighborhood at 812 Toole Ave., the larger
museum space features new exhibits along with
old favorites, including the popular Large-River
Ecosystems exhibition co-created with the
Montana Institute on Ecosystems; an expanded
classroom; a community room; and cozy nooks
designed for making, tinkering, early-childhood
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learning and exploring the health sciences.
“All year, we’ve been listening to children and
families in our community and learning about
their aspirations for our new museum,” said
spectrUM Director Holly Truitt. “We’re thrilled to
be opening the doors to the space to share
what we’ve created with our community.”
The Jane S. Heman Foundation is partnering
with spectrUM to create the museum’s making
and tinkering nook and a making exhibition that
will launch in the museum and subsequently
travel to communities throughout the Bitterroot
Valley.
The museum’s health-science nook was co-
created with UM’s Health and Medicine initiative
and features exhibits and activities developed
through the Big Sky Brain Project, a National
Institutes of Health-funded partnership between
spectrUM and UM’s Center for Structural and
Functional Neuroscience.
Nick Wethington, spectrUM’s museum manager,
said, “With 2,000 additional square feet on our
museum floor, we’re delighted to be able to rotate
in new exhibits such as our virtual watershed
sandbox while also bringing back popular favorites
like our turntable and our X-ray table that we
didn’t have room for at our previous location.”
Following the sneak peek, spectrUM will hold
summer soft opening hours beginning Wednesday,
June 21, from 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday
through Friday and 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Saturdays. During this time, spectrUM will install the museum’s finishing
touches, including an indoor net for drones and stomp rockets and new signage rich with STEM role models from
UM and the greater community.
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Committed to inspiring a culture of learning and
discovery for all, UM’s spectrUM Discovery Area
serves more than 55,000 Montanans annually
through in-museum and mobile programs. Since
2006, spectrUM has traveled exhibits and
educators to 73 schools and four public libraries in
31 Montana counties, including all seven
American Indian reservations in Montana. In total,
spectrUM’s mobile science program has served
over 52,000 people, of whom 30 percent are
Native American and over 75 percent live in rural
communities.
SpectrUM is powered by the National Science
Foundation, the National Institutes of Health, the Institute of Museum and Library Services, NASA, the Jane S.
Heman Foundation, the Martin Family Foundation, the Montana Space Grant Consortium, the Simons Foundation,
GSK-Science in the Summer and the O.P. and W.E. Edwards Foundation.
For more information, call spectrUM Director Holly Truitt at 406-243-4872 or visit http://www.spectrum.umt.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / June / Student Gives UM Dining Compost Van a New Look with Custom Paint Job
June 06, 2017
MISSOULA – University of Montana Dining’s compost van has a sharp new paint job courtesy of a student graffiti
artist who offered his services for free after seeing the plain gray van driving around campus.
The artist, who wishes to remain anonymous, said he first saw the van while touring campus last summer. He
noticed the van’s rough spray paint job and told himself that if he was accepted to UM he would offer to give the
van a facelift. The next time he saw the van on campus he was an enrolled student, and he approached the driver
with his the offer.
“The student caught me and said he did street
art and would like to redo our van,” said
Anastasia Orkwiszewski, garden manager at
UM Dining. “It was a volunteer project. We just
provided him with the paint and he and his
buddies made it beautiful.”
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Described as a former plain gray “dumpy-
looking” van by Orwkiszewski, it resembles
something out of a 60’s movie, a Mystery
Machine-esque with bright splashes of color
grounded with an earthly sublayer. 
“I just don’t like looking at something that is just grey,” the artist said. “I like to look at things and get a story from it. I
felt like, looking at the old van, it already had a story. But I could tell one better.”
The van shuttles compost and produce between the campus gardens and other campus venues. The gardens
produce around 6,700 pounds of produce at a market value of $13,200, growing approximately 70 different crops.
Produce grown in the gardens is served at UM Dining venues.
“I wanted to give a better view of what graffiti art is,” the artist said. “The aerosol medium I feel like is commonly
looked down upon, and it doesn’t have to be that way if it’s done right.”
“It looks way cooler,” Orkwiszewski said. “It’s very stylish and will give us a lot of good attention. I’m very grateful.”
###
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UM / News / 2017 / June / Montana Public Radio Reporter Awarded New York Fellowship
June 05, 2017
MISSOULA – Montana Public Radio capitol correspondent Corin Cates-Carney recently received a fellowship to
spend July 23-28 in New York City learning about state and local fiscal issues as part of the Ravitch Fiscal
Reporting Program.
Through weeklong and weekend training, the Ravitch Fiscal Reporting Program at the City University of New York
Graduate School of Journalism emphasizes gaining in-depth knowledge of key controversies, overcoming reporting
challenges and improving storytelling. The program helps journalists stay on top of breaking issues through its email
newsletter and website, and it creates a network of reporters covering the fiscal beat.
“We’re so happy that Corin has been selected for this prestigious fellowship,” MTPR News Director Eric Whitney
said. “He works so hard and is so deserving of this honor.”
Cates-Carney joined MTPR as the Flathead-area reporter in 2015 after graduating from the University of Montana
School of Journalism and working as an intern at NPR West in Culver City, California. He became MTPR’s capitol
correspondent in December 2015, and he has covered the 2016 election, the 2017 Montana Legislature and May’s
Montana Public Radio Reporter Awarded
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special election for Montana’s lone seat in the U.S. House of Representatives.
The Ravitch Program is funded by generous grants from Richard Ravitch, longtime New York civic leader, and the
Laura and John Arnold Foundation.
Montana Public Radio is a service of UM. MTPR FM broadcast stations include 89.1 Missoula (KUFM), 91.5
Missoula, city (K218AI), 91.9 Hamilton (KUFN), 89.5 Polson (KPJH), 90.1 Kalispell, Whitefish, North Valley (KUKL),
90.5 Libby (KUFL), 91.7 Kalispell, city (K219BN), 101.3 Swan Lake (K267BJ), 91.3 Butte (KAPC), 91.7 Helena
(KUHM), 91.7 Dillon (K219DN) and 89.9 Great Falls (KGPR).
For more info on MTPR, visit http://mtpr.org.
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June 02, 2017
MISSOULA – Students at the University of Montana received $5 million in scholarships during the 2016-17
academic year. The following Montana students are among the recipients of more than 2,000 scholarships awarded.
ANACONDA
Carly Johns, an Anaconda native, recently won a $400 Community Hospital of Anaconda Scholarship and a
$600 Montana Pharmacy Association Grants-In-Aid Scholarship from the UM Skaggs School of Pharmacy. She
is the daughter of Ronald and Deborah Johns.
Lisa Laslovich, a UM pharmacy student from Anaconda, recently won a $1,000 William and Helen Sullivan
Scholarship. She is the daughter of Tony and Kathy Laslovich.
Jackson Wagner, a 2014 graduate of Anaconda High School, recently won a $3,000 Cordingley Scholarship
and a $100 Art Jette Memorial Award from the UM School of Journalism. Wagner is a UM junior majoring in
journalism. His parents are Trish and Rick Wagner of Anaconda.
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BELGRADE
Trevor Campbell, a UM pharmacy student from Belgrade, recently won a $1,000 Skaggs School of Pharmacy
Scholarship from UM. He is the son of Bobbi and Stan Campbell.
BIGFORK
Dillon Hilling, a 2014 graduate of Bigfork High School, recently won a $1,500 Montana Bankers Association 25
Year Club scholarship from the UM School of Business Administration. Hilling is a UM junior majoring in
finance. He is the son of Shelley Hilling of Bigfork.
BILLINGS
Mari Hall, a 2014 graduate of Billings Skyview High School, won a $300 Henry and Marguerite Ephron Award
in Modern Languages from the Spanish section of UM’s Department of Modern and Classical Languages and
Literatures. Hall, the daughter of Marla Hall of Billings, is a journalism major at UM.
Tyrone Moe, a UM pharmacy student from Billings, recently won a $1,100 Poe Family Scholarship in Pharmacy
from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy.
Emily Murter, a UM pharmacy student from Billings, recently won a $1,000 James Wedum Scholarship from
UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. She is the daughter of Melody and Paul Murter.
Forrest Murter, a UM pharmacy student from Billings, recently won a $400 Pharmacy Association Grants-In-Aid
Scholarship and a $1,000 James Wedum Scholarship from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. He is the son of
Melody and Paul Murter.
Lauren Parks, a UM pharmacy student from Billings, recently won a $500 Pharmacy Association Grants-In-Aid
Scholarship and a $1,000 Marcia Vollmer Pharmacy Scholarship from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. She
is married to Jake Parks.
Paige Sears, a 2012 graduate of Billings Senior High School, recently won a $3,300 Marva Kirby Christian
Scholarship from the UM School of Business Administration. Sears is majoring in business management,
international business and anthropology with a minor in linguistics. Her parents are Elaine and Stan Sears of
Boise, Idaho.
BOZEMAN
Lauren Astrup, a Bozeman High School graduate, recently won a $1,000 James Wedum Endowment
Scholarship from the UM School of Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation Sciences. Astrup is a graduate student
in physical therapy at UM. She is the daughter of Nancy and Pete Astrup of Bozeman.
BUTTE
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Natasha Harwood, a 2014 graduate of Butte High School, won a $600 Robert M. Burgess Memorial
Scholarship from the German section of UM’s Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures.
Harwood, a UM German major, is the daughter of Krestie Harwood of Butte.
Ashley Hughes, a UM pharmacy student from Butte, recently won a $1,300 John Bartlett Scholarship from the
Montana Pharmacy Association and a $1,500 Providence Montana Health Foundation Scholarship through
UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. She is the daughter of Bill and Ruth Hughes.
Ping Olson, a Butte native, recently won a $2,100 Dean Forbes Scholarship from UM’s Skaggs School of
Pharmacy.
Tanner Tregidga, a UM pharmacy student from Butte, recently won a $1,000 James Wedum Scholarship from
UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. Tregidga is the son of Shannon and Todd Tregidga.
Gary Warchola, a 2005 graduate of Butte High School, won a $1,000 Montana German Heritage Scholarship
from the German section of UM’s Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures. Warchola is
a graduate student earning his Master of Education degree at UM. He is the son of Barbara and Darrell Price
and Russell Warchola of Butte.
COLUMBUS
Ryan Koski, a 2015 graduate of Columbus High School, won a $500 Henry and Marguerite Ephron Award in
Modern Languages from the Japanese section of UM’s Department of Modern and Classical Languages and
Literatures. Koski, a Japanese major at UM, is the son of Mike Koski and Lorrie Henrie-Koski of Columbus.
DEER LODGE
Daley Snell, a Deer Lodge native, recently won a $1,300 Alkire-Rutherford Scholarship and an $800 Sidney J.
Coffee Scholarship from the UM College of Health Professions and Biomedical Sciences. Snell is the daughter
of Kristi Rydeen and Stephen Snell.
EKALAKA
Cory Lovec, an Ekalaka native, recently won a $1,000 Lyle and Shirley Glascock Scholarship in Pharmacy from
UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. He is the son of Patricia and Steven Lovec.
FLORENCE
Michael Finlay, a Florence native, recently won a $1,000 Albertsons Companies Scholarship from the UM
Skaggs School of Pharmacy. He is the son of Jane and Melvin Finlay.
FORT SHAW
Karen Leonardson, a Fort Shaw native, recently won a $1,000 Albertsons Companies Scholarship from the UM
Skaggs School of Pharmacy. She is the daughter of Emelia Leonardson.
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FRENCHTOWN
Holly Jacobs, a 2013 Frenchtown High School graduate, won a $500 Missoula Noon Rotary Club Scholarship
Endowment from UM’s Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures. Jacobs is a senior at
UM majoring in music and German. She is the daughter of Steve and Rachel Jacobs of Frenchtown.
Victoria Stavish, a 2012 Frenchtown High School graduate, recently won a $2,500 Grace and John Lawler
Pharmacy Scholarship from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. Stavish is a pharmacy graduate student. She is
the daughter of Greg and Lori Stavish of Frenchtown.
GREAT FALLS
Caitlyn Aakre, a 2012 graduate of Charles M. Russell High School, won a $1,000 Western Montana Retired
Teachers and School Personnel Association Scholarship from UM’s Department of Curriculum and Instruction
in the Phyllis J. Washington College of Education and Human Sciences. Aakre, an elementary education major
with a special education endorsement, is the daughter of Jodi and Garth Gabriel of Great Falls and Aaron and
Anette Aakre of Nebraska.
Lindsey Godwin, a 2004 graduate of Great Falls High School, recently won a $1,000 Harold Hanson
Scholarship from the UM School of Business Administration. Godwin is a UM graduate student earning her
Master of Business Administration degree. Her parents are John and Susan Godwin of Great Falls.
Taylor Kumm, a 2014 graduate of Great Falls High School, recently won a $500 Dean and Laurie Mutch Bell
Scholarship and a $400 Carl J. Snyder Memorial Scholarship from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. Kumm is
a junior majoring in pharmacy at UM. She is the daughter of John and Tracy Kumm of Great Falls.
Kaylee Osentowski, a 2016 graduate of Charles M. Russell High School, recently won a $4,000 NorthWestern
Energy Scholarship from the UM School of Business Administration. Osentowski is majoring in business and
dance with a minor in theatre. Her parents are Mark and Tammy Osentowski of Great Falls.
Amelia Reed, a 2013 graduate of Charles M. Russell High School, recently won a $1,000 Montana Society of
Certified Public Accountants Scholarship from the UM School of Business Administration.
Caitlin Soltesz, a 2015 graduate of Charles M. Russell High School, recently won a $200 Lem Price
Scholarship from the UM School of Journalism. Soltesz is a UM sophomore majoring in journalism. Her parents
are Robb Soltesz and Elizabeth Shea of Great Falls.
HAMILTON
Marcus Laurence, a 2015 graduate of Hamilton High School, won a $1,300 Louise Lilly McBride Scholarship
from UM’s Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures. He is a UM Japanese major and
the son of Sarah Windsor of Hamilton.
D’Aarion McWhorter, a 2012 graduate of Hamilton High School, won an $850 Flightner Scholarship form UM’s
Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures. She is the daughter of Chet and Sheila
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McWhorter of West Point, Nebraska.
HAVRE
Shelbi Brough, a 2014 graduate of Havre High School, recently won a $1,200 Poe Family Scholarship in
Pharmacy and a $1,000 James Wedum Memorial Scholarship from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. Brough
is a UM junior majoring in pharmacy. She is the daughter of Steve and Dixie Brough of Havre.
Jordan Haas, a UM pharmacy student from Havre, recently won a $1,200 Poe Family Scholarship in Pharmacy
from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. Haas is the son of Steven and Janet Haas.
Carly Huffman, a Havre native studying pharmacy at UM, recently won a $13,300 Cardinal Health Scholarship
from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. She is the daughter of Dan and Kathy Huffman.
HELENA
Jada Cunningham, a Helena native studying pharmacy at UM, recently won a $1,000 Sidney J. Coffee
Scholarship from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. She is the daughter of Judy and Don Cunningham.
Michael Gantz, a UM pharmacy student from Helena, recently won a $1,250 Rosauers Scholarship from UM’s
Skaggs School of Pharmacy. Gantz is the son of Robert and Rosanne Gantz.
Mariah Johnson, a 2013 graduate of Capital High School, won a $200 Robert M. Burgess Memorial
Scholarship from the Russian section of UM’s Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures.
Johnson, the daughter of Bart Johnson and Audrey Hinman of Helena, graduated with high honors and an
English degree in May.
JEFFERSON CITY
Colton Kreamer, a UM pharmacy student from Jefferson City, recently won a $1,500 Montana Pharmacy
Association Grants-In-Aid Scholarship from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. He is the son of Jeffrey
Kreamer.
KALISPELL
Courtney Brockman, a 2012 Kalispell homeschool graduate, recently won a $1,200 Norman A. Johnson
Memorial Award and a $1,000 Al Price Scholarship from the UM School of Journalism. Brockman is a UM
senior majoring in journalism with a minor in psychology. Her parents are Rosemary and Dan Brockman of
Kalispell.
Damaris Gemmer, a 2012 graduate of Glacier High School, won a $200 Powell German Scholarship from UM’s
Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures. Gemmer earned a psychology degree at UM
and is the daughter of Connie Gemmer-Allan of Kalispell.
Chris Jambor, a 1999 graduate of Flathead High School in Kalispell, recently won a $3,000 Bill and Metha
Montana Students Earn Scholarships from UM - UM News - University Of Montana
http://news.umt.edu/2017/06/060217schl.php[1/23/2018 10:12:28 AM]
Edens Scholarship from the UM School of Business Administration. Jambor is a UM graduate student earning
his Master of Science degree in business analytics.
Tera Mason, a Kalispell native studying pharmacy at UM, recently won a $1,500 Arthur N. Carlson and Warner-
Lambert Scholarship Endowment from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy.
LAUREL
Ira Li, a 2014 graduate of Laurel High School, recently won a $1,000 Albertsons Companies Scholarship from
the UM Skaggs School of Pharmacy. Li is a UM junior majoring in pharmacy. He is the son of Eddie and Vivian
Li of Laurel.
Morgan Luce, a UM student from Laurel, recently won a $1,000 Betty Lohn Pharmacy Scholarship from UM’s
Skaggs School of Pharmacy. She is the daughter of Melinda and Bill Luce.
LIBBY
Darbi Brooks, a 2013 graduate of Libby High School, recently won a $4,000 NorthWestern Energy Scholarship
from the UM School of Business Administration. Brooks is a UM senior majoring in finance with a minor in
music. Her parents are Tricia and Joe Brooks of Libby.
LIVINGSTON
Natalia Boise, a 2013 graduate of Park County High School, won an $800 Henry and Marguerite Ephron Award
in Modern Languages from UM’s Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures. Boise, the
daughter of Steven and Laura Boise, graduated in May with an anthropology degree and with high honors.
Emily Buckner, a Livingston native, won a $1,000 Beda Mattson and Charles E. Eck Family Scholarship and a
$1,000 James Wedum Scholarship from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. She is the daughter of Scott and
Carole Buckner.
Juliana Sukut, a 2014 Livingston homeschool graduate, won a $600 Robert M. Burgess Memorial Scholarship
from the Spanish section of UM’s Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures. She is
majoring in Spanish and journalism and is the daughter of Mark and Lisa Sukut of Livingston.
LOLO
Brenna Glidewell, a 2014 Lolo homeschool graduate, won a $612.50 Robert M. Burgess Memorial Scholarship
and a $533 Rose Southworth Megee and Powell German Scholarship from the German section of UM’s
Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures. She is the daughter of Paul and Katrina
Glidewell of Lolo.
MALTA
Brett Amestoy, a Malta native studying pharmacy at UM, recently won a $13,300 Cardinal Health Scholarship
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from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. He is the son of Edward and Jolene Amestoy.
Kevin Amestoy, a Malta native studying pharmacy at UM, recently won a $1,200 Poe Family Scholarship in
Pharmacy from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. He is the son of Edward and Jolene Amestoy.
MISSOULA
Fauna Cavaliere, a 2001 graduate of Hellgate High School, won a $400 Robert M. Burgess Memorial
Scholarship from the Russian section of UM’s Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures.
Cavaliere, who is majoring in Russian at UM, is the daughter of Beth and Joe Cavaliere of Missoula.
Roman Chinikaylo, a 2013 graduate of Big Sky High School, recently won a $500 Stoll Family Scholarship, in
memory of Gertrude Cope Stoll, Rudy “Skip” Stoll and Theresa M. Stoll-Sholey, and a $700 John Wailes
Scholarship from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. Chinikaylo is pharmacy major at UM. He is the son of
Mikhail and Svetlana Chinikaylo of Missoula.
Scott McCue, a 2004 graduate of Sentinel High School, recently won a $3,150 Harold Hanson Scholarship
from the UM School of Business Administration. McCue is a UM graduate student earning his Master of
Business Administration degree. His parents are Robert and Sydney McCue of Missoula.
Autumn Garrison, a 2012 Big Sky High School graduate, won a $333 Rose Southworth Megee Scholarship
from the French section of UM’s Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures. She is the
daughter of Stephanie Garrison and granddaughter of Carol Garrison-Lundberg and Craig Lundberg of Gig
Harbor, Washington.
Katerina Hall, a 2014 graduate of Loyola Sacred Heart High School, recently won a $1,200 Mac Johnson
Scholarship from the UM College of Humanities and Sciences. Hall is a UM junior majoring in mathematics.
Her parents are Michael and Robin Hall of Missoula.
Sarah LaZerte, a 2014 Hellgate High School graduate, won an $800 Henry and Marguerite Ephron Award from
the French section of UM’s Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures. A psychology
major and French minor, she is the daughter of Greg LaZerte and Kathleen Drake LaZerte of Missoula.
Ryan Smith, a 1998 graduate of Hellgate High School recently won a $1,400 Tutorial Scholarship from the UM
College of Humanities and Sciences. Smith is a UM senior majoring mathematics.
Kelly Umbaugh, a 2012 graduate of Sentinel High School, recently won a $1,000 Skaggs School of Pharmacy
Scholarship at UM. Umbaugh is a pharmacy student at UM. She is the daughter of Karen and Doug Umbaugh
of Missoula.
MONARCH
Holly Croff, a UM pharmacy student from Monarch, won a $1,100 Roger E. Ackerly Scholarship from the UM
College of Health Professions and Biomedical Sciences. She is the daughter of Lynn Schilling and Thomas
Croff.
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MURRAY
John Gardner, a UM pharmacy student from Murray, recently won a $4,700 Frank and Marjorie Pettinato
Honorary Scholarship in Pharmacy from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. He is married to Braylee Gardner.
PARK CITY
Michaela Gieser, a Park City native studying pharmacy at UM, recently won a $1,200 Buck Family Scholarship
and a $1,000 James Wedum Scholarship from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. She is the daughter of
Bernie and Sherry Gieser.
PLAINS
Corle Morefield, a UM pharmacy student from Plains, recently won a $1,000 Pharmacy Association Grants-In-
Aid Scholarship from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. She is the daughter of Brandi LaVigne and Tyler
Morefield.
Aubrey Quamme, a UM Japanese major from Plains, won $500 in scholarship money through the Henry and
Marguerite Ephron Award and the Robert M. Burgess Memorial Scholarship from UM’s Department of Modern
and Classical Languages and Literatures. She is the daughter of Kimberly Bates of Plains.
POWER
Isaiah Dunk, a 2014 graduate of Power High School, recently won a $1,750 D.J. Shults Journalism Scholarship
from the UM School of Journalism. Dunk is a UM junior majoring in journalism. He is the son of Loren and
Rochelle Dunk of Power.
RONAN
Joshua Krantz, a 2008 graduate of Ronan High School, recently won a $1,000 James Wedum Endowment
Scholarship from the UM College of Health Professions and Biomedical Sciences. Krantz is a graduate student
earning his Doctor of Physical Therapy degree at UM. He is the son of Mike and Sandy Krantz of Ronan.
Marley Tanner, a UM pharmacy student from Ronan, recently won a $2,000 Stanley M. Reinhaus Family
Foundaiton Scholarship from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. Tanner is the son of Gloria Quiver.
SHELBY
Kelly Hasquet, a 2012 graduate of Shelby High School, recently won a $1,250 Rosauers Scholarship from
UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. Hasquet is a pharmacy graduate student and the daughter of John and
Marla Hasquet of Shelby.
SHEPHERD
Daniel Sublette, a UM pharmacy student from Shepherd, recently won a $2,000 Stanley M. Reinhous Family
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Foundation Scholarship from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy.
STANFORD
Mary Mikeson, a Stanford native studying pharmacy at UM, recently won a $2,000 Brian James Bachmeier
Memorial Scholarship and a $1,000 James Wedum Scholarship from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. She is
the daughter of Mark Mikeson and Kelly Keim.
STEVENSVILLE
Nigel McCallum, a UM student from Stevensville, recently won a $2,000 Chris and Terri Halko Pharmacy
Scholarship from UM’s Skaggs School of Pharmacy. He is the son of Wanda McCallum and Gary McCallum.
SUPERIOR
Heather Kelly, a 2014 graduate of Superior High School in Superior, recently won a Tutorial Scholar Award
from the UM College of Humanities and Sciences. Kelly is majoring in math education at UM. Her parents are
Jack and Julie Kelly of Superior.
WHITEFISH
Vivienne Akey, a Whitefish High School graduate, recently won a $1,000 Skaggs School of Pharmacy
Scholarship from UM. Akey is earning a pharmacy degree at UM and is the daughter of Tom and Cheryl
Hodges of Ledger.
Hailey Hall, a 2016 graduate of Whitefish High School, recently won a $6,400 Kenneth H. Davis Endowed
Scholarship from the UM School of Business Administration. Hall is a majoring in business management at UM.
Her parents are Ronica Hall of Kalispell.
Alexis Framness, a 2015 graduate of Glacier High School, recently won a $350 Broadcast Professional
Promise Award from the UM School of Journalism. Framness is majoring in journalism.
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June 02, 2017
MISSOULA – Eighteen undergraduate women from across Montana will convene Sunday through Friday, June 4-9,
at the University of Montana for the inaugural Montana NEW Leadership Program.
The nonpartisan program offers female students training and networking opportunities to help them become more
engaged in public policymaking and community leadership. The first cohort of participants includes women from
UM’s Missoula, Western and Helena campuses; Montana Tech; Montana State University; and Salish Kootenai
College.
“This program provides a unique educational enhancement focused on educating, empowering and encouraging
college women to become politically active and to take on leadership roles,” said Deena Mansour, the program’s
administrative director. “We are honored that Rutgers University’s Center for American Women and Politics
selected UM and the Mansfield Center to host the Montana NEW Leadership Program.”
Women are widely underrepresented in political offices at both the state and national levels. Only 28.7 percent of
Montana’s state legislators are women and none of its national congressional delegation are female. Nationally,
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women hold only 24.9 percent of state legislative seats and 19.4 percent of congressional seats.
Despite these numbers, women demonstrate a great interest in politics. According to the Center for American
Women and Politics 2015 Fact Sheet, women cast between 4 million and 7 million more votes than men, and a
higher percentage of eligible women vote in presidential elections than eligible men. Leadership skills training like
the Montana NEW Leadership Program may help women bridge the gap between political interest and political
leadership.
 “Our program includes meetings with distinguished political, academic and business leaders; workshops on
teambuilding, networking, professionalism and communication; a visit to Helena for a perspective on state
leadership; and an action project to give participants firsthand experience at political activism,” said Sara Rinfret,
academic director of the Montana NEW Leadership Program.
In addition to Mansour and Rinfret, Rep. Kimberly Dudik of Montana House District 94 serves as political director of
the Montana NEW Leadership Program.
The Center for American Women and Politics at Rutgers University is recognized nationally as the leading source
of scholarly research and current data about American women’s political participation. Its mission is to promote
greater knowledge and understanding about women’s participation in politics and government and to enhance
women’s influence and leadership in public life.
UM’s Mansfield Center promotes better understanding of Asia, U.S. relations with Asia and ethics in public affairs in
the spirit of Sen. Mike Mansfield (1903-2001) and his wife, Maureen Hayes Mansfield. The center houses programs
that focus on the peoples and cultures of modern Asia and ethics in public affairs – the core interests and hallmarks
of Sen. Mansfield’s career.
More information on the program is available at http://www.umt.edu/mansfield/academics/newleadership/default.php.
###
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UM / News / 2017 / June / Out-of-State Students Make UM Dean’s List
June 02, 2017
MISSOULA – At the University of Montana, 2,743 students made the spring semester 2017 Dean’s List and
President’s 4.0 List. To qualify for the Dean’s List or President’s 4.0 List, students must be undergraduates, earn a
semester GPA of 3.5 or higher and receive grades of A or B in at least nine credits. Students who receive any
grade of C+ or below or no credit (NC/NCR) in a course are not eligible.
The nonresident and international UM students listed below made the spring semester 2017 Dean’s List or the
President’s 4.0 List. Double asterisks after a name indicate the student earned a 4.0 GPA. A single asterisk
indicates a GPA greater than 3.5 but less than 4.0.
This information also is available online at: http://bit.ly/2lSUmDd. 
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SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH:
Markus Boyer*
Elizabeth Glueckert**

















































































































































































































































































































































































BEIJING, CHINA, PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF
Xuhao Dong*
KUNMING, CHINA, PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF
Shuhan He*
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PORT OF SPAIN, TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
Olivia Gomes*
OXTED, UNITED KINGDOM
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UM News
UM / News / 2017 / June / Montana Students Make UM Dean’s List
June 02, 2017
MISSOULA – At the University of Montana, 2,743 students made the spring semester 2017 Dean’s List and
President’s 4.0 List. To qualify for the Dean’s List or President’s 4.0 List, students must be undergraduates, earn a
semester GPA of 3.5 or higher and receive grades of A or B in at least nine credits. Students who receive any
grade of C+ or below or no credit (NC/NCR) in a course are not eligible.
The Montana students listed below made UM’s spring semester 2017 Dean’s List or the President’s 4.0 List. Double
asterisks after a name indicate the student earned a 4.0 GPA. A single asterisk indicates a GPA greater than 3.5
but less than 4.0.
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UM / News / 2017 / June / UM VETS Office Earns Award for Student Service
June 02, 2017
MISSOULA – The Veterans Education and Transition Services Office at the University of Montana recently received
the 2017 Montana Joining Community Forces – Organization Award in recognition of its service to student veterans
at UM.
The award is presented annually to a Montana nonprofit or service organization that has raised the standard for
delivery of services and programs that benefit the Montana military community. It recognizes an innovative,
collaborative, service-driven and compliant organization that serves as a model for others to emulate.
The UM VETS Office earned the accolade for its efforts over the past several years to reshape itself into an
organization of positive action and productivity that is steadfastly committed to helping UM student veterans through
academic empowerment, educational services and connections to the necessary resources required to excel.
“The University of Montana has made great efforts over the past several years to impact the lives of veterans and
their family members on campus,” said Shawn Grove, VETS Office director. “This award is a recognition for the
entire UM community, as our work in the VETS Office would not be possible without the concerted efforts and
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dedication of the campus as a whole.”
A statewide network based on the national model, Montana Joining Community Forces works to maximize support-
delivery efficiency and enhance communication to assist in the successful reintegration of service members,
veterans and their families. More information is online at http://montana.networkofcare.org/veterans/.
For more information call Grove at 406-243-2744 or email shawn.grove@umontana.edu. More information on the
UM VETS Office is online at http://www.umt.edu/veterans/.
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UM / News / 2017 / June / UM Ranks Among Top Online Master of Public Health Programs
June 01, 2017
MISSOULA – The University of Montana’s Master of Public Health program recently was recognized as one of the
30 best online programs by The Best Schools, an online resource empowering users to make informed education
decisions.
UM was ranked No. 25 on the list based on the quality of the program, the types of courses offered, the faculty,
awards, rankings and reputation – including UM’s reputation for effectively providing online degree programs.
"We are excited and honored to be ranked by The Best Schools, as it recognizes the excellence provided by our
faculty and staff, as well as the high quality and dedication of our students," said Tony Ward, professor and chair of
the school. "We look forward to improving our rankings in future years."
For a detailed explanation of the methodology used for the ranking, visit
http://www.thebestschools.org/rankings/best-online-master-public-health-degree-programs/#methodology. The full
listing of “Online MPH degrees: The 30 Best Master of Public Health Degrees” can be found
at http://www.thebestschools.org/rankings/best-online-master-public-health-degree-programs/.
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For more information on UM’s School of Public and Community Health Sciences, visit
http://health.umt.edu/publichealth/.  
Contact: Tony Ward, professor and chair, UM School of Public and Community Health Sciences, 406-243-4092,
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UM / News / 2017 / June / UM Journalism Student Documentary Takes National In-Depth Reporting Award
June 01, 2017
MISSOULA – The University of Montana School of Journalism student-produced documentary on autism in
Montana recently won the top award in the Television In-Depth Reporting category of the national Society of
Professional Journalists’ 2016 Mark of Excellence Awards.
"Aging Out: Autism in Montana" documents the struggles of four Montana families with children on the autism
spectrum. Students in the journalism school’s Documentary Film Unit class researched, directed and produced the
program, which focuses on the lack of services and care for young adults with autism and how parents are
searching for options.
The documentary is online at http://watch.montanapbs.org/video/2365761459/.
"Our students choose their own documentary topic, and I’m so proud of them for tackling such an underreported
issue in Montana," said John Twiggs, UM adjunct journalism professor. "These awards represent the best in
collegiate journalism, and this recognition represents the quality of production our students accomplished to tell this
important story."
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After winning first place in the region that comprises Montana, Alaska, Idaho, Oregon and Washington, "Aging Out:
Autism in Montana" went on to compete against the top in-depth reporting winners from 11 other regions in the
country. SPJ announced the documentary as the overall national winner in May. The results are online at
https://www.spj.org/moe16.asp.
The national winners will be recognized at the Excellence in Journalism conference Sept. 7-9 in Anaheim,
California.
Established in 1914, the UM School of Journalism has trained generations of journalists in print, broadcast,
photography and digital media. The school regularly ranks among the top 10 journalism schools in the United
States. Learn more at http://www.jour.umt.edu. 
Contact: John Twiggs, UM School of Journalism, 406-243-4565, john.twiggs@mso.umt.edu.
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